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AUGUST 2005
MEMBER RECEIVES AWARD

William Bonaparte, Jr., Electrical Contractors’ Association of City of Chicago (ECA) Executive
Committee member and Chairperson of the ECA Diversity Development Committee was recently rec-
ognized by the Coalition for United
Community Action -ORTC, Inc. (CUCA). As
a reminder, the ECA actively participates with
the CUCA’s “Project Upgrade” Program.
“Project Upgrade” is a supervisory training
program geared for minority and female jour-
ney-level union workers. The program has
been a success due to the efforts of numer-
ous labor and management groups. The
CUCA anticipates another season of “Project
Upgrade” to begin in the Fall 2005. Mr.
Jason Bonaparte, William Bonaparte, Jr. and William Bonaparte, Il Bonaparte received the “Minority Contractor

of the Year” award at the CUCA’s 33rd
Annual Unity Testimonial Awards Banquet held on June 17, 2005 at the Grand Ballroom of the Palmer
House Hilton, Chicago, lllinois. Congratulations, Bill!

NECA MIDWEST REGIONAL CONFERENCE

Over 30 individuals representing the Chicago and Cook County Chapter, NECA were able to attend
the NECA District IV and VII Midwest Regional Conference held June 19 - 21, 2005 at the Hyatt
Regency Lake Tahoe Resort, Incline Village, Nevada. The attendees were able to experience the
vast scenery of the Lake Tahoe area, as well as enjoy the numerous business educational program-
ming that was offered. As usual, the ECPAC was promoted and bolstered during the program.
Chapter member, Jerrold Nixon, Maron Electric Company is currently NECA’s Electri’ 21 Council
Chairman. Mr. Nixon was called upon to make a presentation during the conference. We wish to
thank Jerry for his efforts with this national committee. We also wish to thank all who were able to
participate with the conference, as well as contribute to the ECPAC. Next year's Midwest NECA
Conference is to be held March 26 - 29 at Amelia Island Plantation, Amelia Island, Florida. We hope
that you will be able to attend.

Pictured above is Jerrold Nixon (at front of ballroom) as he addressed the conference attendees.
Electrical Contractors’ Association of Chicago and Cook County
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APPRENTICE CLASS PRESENTATION

Two members of the Electrical Contractors’ Association of City of Chicago (ECA) were on hand to
make a presentation to the 1st Year Apprentice Class at Westside Tech. on Thursday, June 16, 2005.
Frank O’Boyle, Continental Electrical Construction Company and James Gallagher, Grand-Kahn
Electric, Inc. are both active with the Electrical Joint Apprenticeship and Training Trustees (EJATT).
Mr. O’Boyle is an EJATT Trustee and Mr. Gallagher is an EJATT Associate Trustee. Their hour long
presentation included an extensive question and answer session. Listed below are highlights of their
insights regarding the Chicagoland electrical construction industry that they shared with the appren-
tices. The presentation focused on several themes, including: jobsite safety, further educational
opportunities and productivity. The Association wishes to thank these two individuals for sharing their
time and talents with this class.
Presentation highlights:

-- Congratulations to the apprentices as they embark on a new, challenging career.
-- They should look forward to the challenges ahead.
-- They should take advantage of the educational opportunities offered them.
-- They should be well versed with the collective bargaining agreements.
-- They should understand the importance of developing positive work habits to become more

productive.
-- The apprentices should be aware of the costs involved in bidding a job up to completion of a job.
-- Safety on the jobsite is paramount.
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Pictured above at Westside Tech. from left to right are:
James Gallagher, Grand-Kahn Electric, Inc. and
Frank O’Boyle, Continental Electrical Construction Company
as they addressed the 1st Year Apprentice Class upon completion of their coursework.

NEW ACADEMY PAPERS

The Academy of Electrical Contracting has two new papers that were made available in June 2005.
Each paper was written by an Academy Fellow. Mr. Don Campbell wrote “Past Present, and Future
of PLAs” and Mr. Andres Quintana wrote “Cross-Border Joint Venture Initiative.” You may contact
the ECA at (708) 531-0022 for a copy of these informative publications.
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OSHA SAFETY & HEALTH STANDARDS DIGEST

NECA has just published an updated version of its OSHA Safety & Health Standards Digest for
Electrical Construction Workers. This pocket-size, 24-page booklet summarizes OSHA regulations
that apply to electrical construction worksites. This guidebook condenses hundreds of pages of
OSHA regulations into a well-organized collection of key principles and steps that every employee
can understand and apply. The NECA member price is $3.00 each. You may contact the ECA at
(708) 531-0022 for an Order Form.

FAX BILL UPDATE

As of this writing, it is anticipated that President Bush is to sign Senate Bill 714 (S714) into law. S714
alters the Federal Communications Commission’s regulatory changes that were made in 2003
regarding commercial faxes sent without a recipient’s signed, written consent. The new law restores
the ‘established business relationship’ language, as well as the following: Requires that all unsolicit-
ed commercial faxes include an opt-out provision on the first page of the fax, providing a cost-free,
24-hour means for the recipient to request to be removed from the fax distribution list; Requires that
fax numbers be obtained either directly from the recipient or from a public source to which the recip-
ient gave the number for publication (i.e., a website, advertisement or directory); “Grandfathers” in fax
numbers in the possession of the sender at the time of enactment.

Portions of this article were excerpted from Association Forum’s “Victory on the Fax Bill” informational e-mail - June 28, 2005.

ILLINOIS CONDO BILL PASSES

lllinois Senate Bill 764 (SB764) ‘Condo Board Notification’ recently passed and is to be signed into
law by the Governor. The original bill was included in a vehicle bill that both House and Senate spon-
sors were willing to amend with language derived from the effort of the Illinois Mechanical and Special
Contractors Association (IMSCA). The ECA is a member of this lobbying group. SB764, as intro-
duced, amends the Condominium Property Act. It provides that, other than attorney’s fees, no fees
pertaining to the collection of a unit owner’s financial obligation to the Association, including fees
charged by a manager or managing agent, shall be added to and deemed a part of an owner’s
respective share of the common expenses. SB764 was amended as it now provides that no man-
agement fees pertaining to the collection of a unit owner’s financial obligation to the Association shall
be added to and deemed a part of an owner’s respective share of the common expenses. Also, it fur-
ther amends the Condominium Property Act and adds to the list of powers of the Board of Managers,
the power to accept, for property with more than 8 units, service of a notice of claim for purposes of
the Mechanics Lien Act on behalf of each representative member of the Unit Owners’ Association with
respect to improvements performed pursuant to any contract entered into by the Board of Managers
or any contract entered into prior to the recording of the condominium declaration. It adds the power
to distribute the notices to the unit owners within 7 days of the acceptance of the service by the Board
of Managers. It provides that service to the Board of Managers shall be treated the same as service
to the individual unit owner. It also provides exceptions to the prohibition of adding fees charged by
a manager or managing agent to a unit owner’s financial obligation to an Association.

Portions of this article were excerpted from the 94th General Assembly website ‘Bill Status of SB764’ page - 7/12/05.






