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2008 NECA CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS
The 2008 NECA Convention was held in
Chicago, October 4th through the 7th.  Prior to
the NECA Convention and Trade Show, the
Association sponsored a “Welcome Reception”
for the Chapter Governors, Presidents and
Managers from throughout the country, as well
as all for all ECA members.  The successful
function was held on Friday, October 3rd at the
Peninsula Hotel in downtown Chicago.

The Trade Show was held at McCormick Place
Lakeside Center; however, several events were
off-site.  The Opening Reception was dubbed,
“Party at the Pier” as it was held on Saturday,
October 4th at Chicago’s Navy Pier.  The
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Opening General Session featured members of
Chicago’s Second City comedy troupe.  The
Closing General Session had Bob Costas,
broadcaster as the presenter.  The Closing
Celebration had Ricky Skaggs and Bruce
Hornsby performing at the Arie Crown Theater.  

The Trade Show included a special “Green
Alley” section of the show floor.  It featured the
most significant gathering of alternative energy
technologies specifically for electrical
contractors.  Attendees met with the
manufacturers of the latest energy-efficient
products that are becoming increasingly
important to environmentally-minded customers.  

Pictured above at the podium (at far left) is:
Steve Diamond, Malko Electric Company, Governor 

for the Chicago and Cook County Chapter, NECA as he addressed the
Governor’s Meeting during the NECA Convention.

Pictured above are a number of attendees enjoying
the view from the Terrace at the 

ECA Pre-Convention Welcome Reception held 
at the Peninsula Hotel in Chicago.
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