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MAY MEMBERSHIP MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
The Electrical Contractors’ Association of City of Chicago (ECA) held its May Membership Meeting on
Wednesday, May 11, 2005 at Maggiano’s Banquets, Oak Brook, Illinois.  The topic of discussion
focused on the ongoing negotiation sessions with Local Union #134, IBEW in regard to the collective
bargaining agreements.  As of this writing, the Principal and Residential Agreements have been final-
ized; however, they have to go through the ratification process.  The Communication and Maintenance
Agreements are currently being negotiated.  Specifics regarding all of the Agreements will be sent to
signatory contractors through the Electrical Joint Arbitration Board when the information becomes
available.

CONSTRUCTION ALLIANCE NATIONAL ISSUES
CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS

The Campaign for Quality Construction National Issues Conference was held May 3 - 5, 2005, at the
Grand Hyatt Hotel, Washington, D.C.  The conference gave contractors an opportunity to help the

industry move forward this year on key public policy issues, including tort
reform/insurance, pension law reform, federal spending for industry growth, health
benefits and tax simplification.  Hundreds of specialty contractors played an active
role in shaping these major issues that are critical to the success of their business-
es.  Five associations sponsored the conference:  National Electrical Contractors
Association (NECA), Mechanical Contractors Association, Sheet Metal Contractors,
Finishing Contractors Association, and the Association of Union Constructors.   The

conference included issues briefings, addresses by legislative leaders, face-to-face meetings with
members of Congress and/or their staffs.  The Electrical Contractors’ Association of City of Chicago
(ECA) had a contingent of ECA Legislative Committee and Executive Committee members in atten-
dance.  We wish to thank all who were able to participate with this important legislative event.

ECA Members pictured above with Congressman Mark Kirk (middle) and 
Jeff Phillips, Congressman Kirk’s Legislative Assistant (on the right of Congressman Kirk) are:

Steve Diamond, ECA President, Malko Electric Company (far right side of photo); 
James McGlynn, ECA Legislative Committee Chairman, McWilliams Electric Company, Inc. (far left side of photo);

and Karen Johnson, Roughneck Concrete Drilling and Sawing Company (left side front of photo).
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ECA RESEARCH AND EDUCATION
The Electrical Contractors’ Association of City of Chicago (ECA) recently sponsored several pro-
grams during April.  Here are a few highlights from these programs.  

FMI PRODUCTIVITY BUILDER WORKSHOP

The Committee sponsored a program presented by FMI, a Management Consulting firm called,
"Productivity Builder Workshop."  The workshop was held April 26, 2005, 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM at
McDonald's Hamburger University, Oak Brook, Illinois.  The program highlighted FMI's 2004 - 2005
Contractor Productivity Survey Results, as well as focused on improving construction productivity.
The program was designed to improve field productivity for labor-intensive contractors and subcon-
tractors.  The one-day workshop was divided into four sections:  Worksmart Workshop - a group ses-
sion for key operations managers; Productivity Needs Assessment - Conducted to identify key issues
and productivity-drivers regarding:  organizational issues, project planning and scheduling, project
management and control, project support, project performance, among other influencers;
Implementation Planning Session - Conducted to define the work plan, a schedule, ways to validate
the progress and results; Implementation Phase - FMI provides support in regard to the initiative.   We
wish to thank Scott Kimpland, FMI for presenting a thorough presentation.  The Association appreci-
ates Mr. Kimpland’s efforts.  The attendees truly benefited from his expertise in productivity-related
management consulting services.
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Pictured above are the attendees and Mr. Scott Kimpland, FMI 
as the ‘Productivity Builder Workshop’ began.
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